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Subject : Initiation of Sectio n 106 consultatio n for the Clark Road G uard Station Project at 

NASA Ames Researc h Center ("NA SA ARC"), Santa Clara Coun ty, CA. 

D ear Ms. Polanco, 

The Na tional Aeronautics and Space Admi nistra tion (NASA) is srudying whether to upgrade 

the existing securi ty checkp oin t at Clark Road, which is a primary point of entry into NASA 

ARC and th e potential Expa nded NAS Sunn yvale Histo ric District. Thi s po tential upgrade 

project is referred to as the Clark Road Guard Station Project (the "Undertakin g"). 

Per the requir ement s of th e Natio nal Historic Preserva tion Act (NHP A), as amended , and its 

regulations found at 36 CF R Part 800, N ASA is the lead agenc y and reque sts consultation 

und er Section 106 for the proposed Unde rtaking. 

Currently, the secured entr ance checkp oint alo ng Clark Road cons ists of a temporary guard 

station and supp or ting security and safety infra structur e, includin g fencing , gates , bollards, 

and signage. This temp o rary guard statio n is operati onal; however, a more lo ng-term 

• 



solution is und er considerati on . The Undertakin g involves three alternatives for such a long­

term guard sta tion so lution , pendin g a later determinati on o f the exact security needs for 

NASA ARC. These alternatives include the following: 

• Alternative 1 - maintainin g the temp orary guard station as the perman ent security 

solution, 

• Alternativ e 2 - removing the temp orary guard station and most o f the associated 

security infra structure, 

• Alternat.ive 3 - removing the temporar y guard station and constructing a new 

perman ent guard statio n and vehicle inspecti on station. 

All three alternative s are bein g explored as part of the Section 106 review proc ess. 

Of the three options, Alternative 3, would also involve below-ground intervention s, 

including the constructi on of new utility lines, a sto rm water drain, and footings for the 

afore mentioned structure s. These interventions will hav e a var ied width o f 12" to 24" and a 

depth of 40" to about 84"; the exact depth of distur bance will vary depending on a feature 's 

location and the exac t implement being constructed. 

G iven that Alternative 3 involves work occurrin g below grade, the Section 106 assessment 

will include an archaeological inves tigation that will assist in the determinati on o f whether 

the Undertakin g would affect propertie s that are eligible for listing in the N ational Register 

o f H.istoric Places. An archaeol ogical inves tigation involving core samplin g is currently 

underway in areas o f the Und ertakin g that have been identifi ed in previous studi es as 

archaeologically sensitive. This archae ological investigation is being conduct ed by WSA and 

reviewed by Page & Turnbull, NASA's Facilities Historic Pre servation Officer, and NASA's 

cultural reso urce consultants. Q ualified archaeologists are on site during the coring proce ss 

and are accompanied by an Ohlone N ative American monitor . A report with findings of the 

archae ological inv estigation will be incorp ora ted into an Archaeological Testing Report and 

forwarded to the SHPO for review in subsequent Section 106 corr espondence. 

At this time, we reque st acknowledgement of the initiati on of the Section 106 consultation 

proc ess. Documentati on related to details of the Undertakin g, the .Archaeological Testing 

Rep ort , and a Section 106 Tec hnical Rep ort with supp orting Appendices will be 

forthcoming. 
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